
 

 

                 

 

 
 

 

June 29, 2018 

 

 
Dear Local and State Officials: 

  

The Oregon Commission on Black Affairs (OCBA), in its role of advocate 

for Black Oregonians supports bringing Participatory Budgeting (PB) to 

Oregon to be used as a democratic and inclusive tool to empower 

communities of color to be engaged in the public budgeting process.  

 

Participatory budgeting (PB) is a deliberative democratic reform tool 

wherein ordinary people decide how to allocate part of a municipal or 

public budget. This initiative has spread rapidly around the world and in 

the United States. Many large US cities (Boston, New York, St. Louis, 

Denver, Phoenix, San Francisco) and even some smaller cities and towns 

(Greensboro, NC; Durham, NC; Vallejo, CA) are using this process at the 

local levels.  

 

Participatory Budgeting involves communities coming together for face to 

face discussions on what improvements they wish to see. These 

conversations build connections and social trust between communities that 

might not otherwise come to know one another. Having the community’s 

direct participation in how their tax dollars are spent also builds an 

understanding and commitment to their respective cities. This approach will empower communities to 

become trained facilitators who will then use these new social skills in other community settings. We are 

excited about this process for increasing transparency and accountability in public spending, diversity and 

advancing greater equity goals. We believe this process is valuable to build greater social capital 

throughout Oregon. 

 

The Oregon Commission on Black Affairs (OCBA) encourages local government leaders and all 

Oregonians to learn about and experiment with participatory budgeting. Given the history of racial 

exclusion in Oregon, it is critical that processes like Participatory Budgeting be explored to ensure 

communities of color can adequately participate and benefit. Given the growing diversity of our state's 

population, this is essential to realize the full potential we can bring for Oregon and all Oregonians. We 

stand ready to partner with you to pilot this process in hopes of a stronger and more inclusive Oregon for 

all communities.  

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

  
Jamal T. Fox, Chair Lawanda Manning, Vice Chair 

 

Kate Brown 

Governor 
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